


How to Install a Hollow Metal Door Frame in an Existing Masonry Wall 

1. Measure the outside of the frame. 

2. Measure the opening to verify it is the correct size. 

3. Check the sides of the opening to ensure they are plumb. 

4. Mark plumb lines on the face of the sides of the rough opening. 

5. Check the top of the opening and the floor to make sure they are level. 

6. When using a knock down frame lay the complete frame unit out fit the 

parts together and bend the taps to hold them in place.  

7. If a welded frame is being used remove the shipping bars. 

8. Set the frame in the opening. 

9. Use a level and straight edge to determine the high side of the floor. 

10. Shim the low side until the head jamb is level. 

11. Drill in masonry for anchors. 

12. Using shims were required plumb the hinge jamb and fasten it to the wall. 

13. Using shims were required plumb the strike jamb and fasten it to the wall.  

Check the width of the frame at the bottom and the middle to make sure 

the proper size is being maintained for the door. 
 



PROCEDURE 

How to Install a Knockdown Hollow Metal Door Frame over Drywall 

1. Check the size of the rough opening, the width of the wall, and that the opening is plumb and 

level. 

2. Use a level and straight edge to determine the high side of the floor. 

3. Use a straight edge to mark a line across the width of the opening. 

3. On the high side of the rough opening, mark a perpendicular line 1" in from the frame on the 

floor. 

4. Set the compression anchors all the way in to allow the most room for adjustment. 

5. Bring all three parts of the jamb to the opening and stand the side jambs next to the opening. 

6. Slide the head jamb over the drywall at the top of the opening and hold it in place. 

7. Slide the top of the hinge jamb over the drywall at the side of the opening. 

8. Push the hinge jamb up until it is almost vertical. 

9. Slide the strike jamb into place. 

10. Push the hinge jamb to vertical. 

11. Join the head jamb to the side jambs by inserting the tabs into the slots. 

12.  Pull the head jamb down tight onto the top of the side jambs 

13. Align the jamb on the high side of the opening to the line and fasten the bottom in place. 

14. Check the dimension across the bottom with a tape measure or spreader bar. 

15. Insert shims beneath the lower side jamb to level the head jamb. 

16. Fasten the bottom of the shimmed jamb to the wall.  

17. Plumb the hinge jamb.  

18. Tighten the compression anchor on the hinge jamb until it is tight to the stud. 

19. Tighten the compression anchor on the strike jamb until it is tight to the stud. 

20. Double check plumb and level and adjust as necessary. 

 


